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Many hands make
ight work

t's been a landmark year for the
MCR. Looking back, I'm struck by just
how busy the Committee has been,
and what we've achieved.

At the onset of the Long Vacation, we
had a rich and varied calendar behind
us. In addition to the Welfare Officers'
dependable coffee and cake sessions,
McMenemy Seminars, and regular Grad
Halls, we enjoyed an exciting clutch of
themed Superhalls: Bridgerton, Outer
Space, and Flower Power. In March
we celebrated International Women's
Week, nearly fifty years on from the
decision to admit female students to
Trinity Hall. May brought a jam-packed
Green Week, Zoya and Lindsey's work
at that time and since helping the
College to secure a Gold Sustainability
Award. The result of Tom and Niamh's
preparation, the year's McLuhan
Symposium featured keynotes from our
very own Postgraduate Tutor Professor
Sasha Turchyn and the unforgettable
Sir Terry Waite. In June we had the
opportunity to host one of our Oxford
sister colleges, University College,
resurrecting a custom interrupted by
the pandemic, before rounding off the
year with the annual Garden Party,
expertly run by Louisa, Emma, and a
team of volunteers.

This programme of events would have
been all the poorer if we did not have
access to our newly-refurbished MCR.
Having received substantially more
than a lick of paint, the Red and Blue
rooms once again play host to MCR
activities. Thanks are due to the staff
who have worked tirelessly to make this
happen, and to the generous financial
support enabling it. Redecorated and
kitted out with art from the College
store, the space is now ready for many
years of fresh nonsense.

With Trinity Hall's 675th anniversary
due in 2025, we've had time on our
minds, and have sought to preserve
something of the MCR's workings
for the College archive. Ben, as
Secretary and a fellow historian, will
be remembered for scribbling each
instalment of his entertaining and
long-awaited Committee minutes.
Behind the scenes, Emily and | have
documented academic, personal,
and social achievements. For the first
time in five years, we also succeeded
in substantially revising the MCR
Constitution to better reflect the
priorities and working needs of

the community.

Collaboration and service have

been watchwords for the 2023/24
Committee. Their engagement at all
levels of College governance, with
staff, Fellows, the JCR, and each other,
has been a source of encouragement
and confidence. From Rob's post-doc
mentoring scheme, to the successful
launches of TH Connect and Write
TogeTHer, working as a team has been
a clear leitmotif.

I've always seen the MCR as a place
to make friends and memories. This
would happen without any input from
the Committee, but we would paint

a much less colourful picture if they
didn't help at all. Each year brings its
own excitement and challenges, its
own highs and lows. Working through
these has been a group effort. For
Committee members, their experience
as community leaders will no doubt
bear fruit in years to come. Conscious
of their ability to make change, | hope
they go forward with a greater sense of
the possibilities that a place like Trinity
Hall can foster.

Jake Bransgrove
MCR President
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